PSALM 22: A Prophetic Wonder Connecting us with our Creator & Savior

The Spirit of Christ, which inspired David, testifies in Psalm 22 of “the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow” 1000 years before Jesus entered the World by the virgin birth. (1Pet. 1:11; Acts 1:16; 2:29-32; Matt. 27:35 specifically applies Psalm 22 to the Prophet David).  The believer can find great comfort and hope from the LORD’s example in this Psalm.  Even when it seems the LORD has forgotten or forsaken us in times of extreme suffering, we know, as sure as we know anything, that eventually God will deliver us from the fear and pain of death and bring us into eternal glory (Heb. 2:10, 14-15).  

The Bible alone bares the unique fingerprint of God among all the world’s literature.  How?  The Old Testament records 100’s of prophesies of Christ over a period of 1500 years, and then documents their fulfillment down to the minutest details in the New Testament.  God himself tells us why He did this:
            “Remember the former things of old: for I am God, & there is none else; I am God, & there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, & from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My Counsel shall stand, & I will do all my pleasure” (Isa. 46:9-10; 45:21).  “I have even from the beginning declared it to thee; before it came to pass I showed it thee: lest thou shouldest say, Mine idol hath done them, & my graven image… hath commanded them” (Isa. 48:5). (Jesus knows the future: John 14:29; 13:19; 16:4,30)

The God who can write such incredible prophecies and keep fulfilling them (now for almost 6,000 years) must be an everlasting God.  The God who can write such amazing predictions which are always fulfilled exactly as they were written, but hundreds & thousands of years later, must be an all knowing God.  He must know everything!  The God that would preserve these prophecies for all mankind in order that they might come to salvation through Jesus Christ must love us very much!  In verses 1 thru 22 the Holy Spirit allows us to listen in on the conversation between the Son of God dying on the Cross & His Heavenly Father.
Psalm 22 PART 1: PROPHECIES OF THE CRUCIFIXION: The sufferings of the Christ for us.
“To the chief Musician upon Aijeleth Shahar {hind or hart of the morning}, A Psalm of David”
	Psalm 22  

(1,000 B.C.)
	Fulfillment
(1000 years later)
	Commentary on the Christ
(John 5:39-40)

	1
	22:1  My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

(answer: Hab. 1:13; 2Cor. 5:21) 
	Mat 27:46; Mk. 15:34; Lk. 23:46  
“Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? (Why? See Isa. 53:4; 2Cor. 5:21)
	Lk. 22:44-46  “all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me {Jesus}”

	2
	22:2  O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent. 


	Mark 15:25  They crucified Jesus in daylight, the 3rd hour (9:00 AM). The Night season is in Gethsemane (Matt. 26:36-44; Mk. 14:34-36) & the supernatural darkness of the cross (Matt. 27:45; Mk. 15:33; Lk. 22:53)
	Jesus “offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears. . .  and was heard in that he feared.”  (Hebrews 5:7-9). Jesus bares the wrath of God due our sin (Rom. 1:18; 2:5; Eph 5:6)   

	Ps. 22:3  But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.
	This truth of Jehovah was literally fulfilled in the time of Jehoshaphat (872-848 BC) when “they began to sing and to praise, and the LORD set ambushes against” Israel’s enemies (2Chron. 20:21-22; 2Kings 3:15)

	Ps. 22:4-5  Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them.  They cried unto thee, and were delivered…
	Enoch (Heb. 11:5); Noah (Gen. 6:8-9, 22; 7:1; 8:1; Heb. 11:7).  Israel and Moses (Heb. 11:22-29); “and what shall I more say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon & of Barak, & of Samson, & of Jephthah; of David also, & Samuel, & of the prophets” (Heb. 11:32-35).  The life of Joseph in Genesis is an especially powerful illustration of this truth.

	3
	22:6  But I am a worm [tola’ath],  and no man;
	Matt. 26:67-68; 27:29-30; Lk. 22:64; Jesus was beaten to a bloody pulp and looked more like a worm than a man  
	Jesus was beaten & scourged by the soldiers beyond recognition as a man  (Isaiah 52:14)

	The life cycle of the “tola’ath” also called the “crimson or scarlet worm,” is an incredible prophesy of Christ on the Cross designed into Nature (Rom. 1:20; Job 12:7-8) to inspire our Faith.  Do some research  

	4
	22:6  “a reproach of men, and despised of the people.

  (also Psalm 2:2; Psalm 69:4, 7-9, 20-21) 
	John 1:11; Ps. 69:20; Zech. 11:12, Zech.11:13; Matt. 26:67, Matt. 27:28-31, 39-44; Lk. 23:10-25; John 18:40.  Both Jew & Gentile gathered against Jesus (Acts 4:26-27)  
	John 1:11; 19:15 “He came to his own and his own received him not.”  Have you received Jesus into your heart and life for salvation? (2 Cor. 13:5)

	5
	22:7  “All that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head saying
	Matt. 27:39, 41; Lk. 23:35 “they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads”  “also the chief priests mocked him, with the scribes & elders” 
	Such minute details fulfilled 1000 yrs. later could only be written by an Omniscient God & fulfilled by a Sovereign God

	6
	22:8  “He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him” (Ps 42:10)
	Matt. 27:43  “He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him”  They say the very words God prophesied they would!
	Study the 3 times God the Father spoke from heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son” (Matt. 3:17; 17:5; John 12:27-30)

	All the religious leaders of Israel scorned Jesus and came to the cross to torment him with mocking.        But after God raised Jesus from the dead their attitude changed (Acts 2:36-38; 3:13-19)

	7
	22:9-10 “thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts.  I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother's belly. (Isa. 7:14)
	The history of Jesus’ miraculous virgin birth found in Luke 1:31-35; 2:40, 52; Matt. 1:18, 20, 23.  “thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, & shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, & be called the Son of the Highest” (Romans 8:3)
	Jesus was fully conscious of his relationship with God at the incarnation (Heb. 10:5-7 with Ps. 40:6-8).  “In the beginning was the Word, & the Word was with God, & the Word was God.” “And the Word was made flesh, & dwelt among us (John 1:1,14)

	Each of us has a special relationship with God from the womb. “We are fearfully & wonderfully made” (Ps. 139:13-16; 71:6; Isa. 46:3).  God made us for His special purpose (Isa. 44:2; Jer. 1:5; Lk 1:13-17).  We each must find out what God’s purpose is for our life (Gal. 1:15-16).  It takes prayer (Eph.1:17-18). 

	8
	22:11  Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help. (Ps. 69:26)
	Matt. 26:55-6  “all the disciples forsook  him, & fled” (Matt. 26:31; Mk. 14:50; Zech. 13:7)
	The LORD was always near Jesus (John 8:29; 16:32) Jesus prophesied this! (Mk. 14:27)

	9
	22:12  “Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round” [Bulls are cruel, proud people who abuse the innocent (Amos 4:1)]
	Matt. 27:27-31; Mk. 15:16-20; The bulls are a perfect metaphor for the Roman soldiers who “took Jesus & stripped him. . .& platted a crown of thorns, & put it upon his head…” (see Ps. 68:30) 
	See these Roman bulls bend their knees ready to charge (Mk. 15:16-19). Feel the poignancy as you realize Jesus is presented as “the hind {deer} of the morning” in this Psalm. 

	10
	22:13  They gaped upon me with their mouths, 


	Matt. 27:30  “they spit upon him” Mark 14:56-57  “For many bare false witness against him”  
	Like a big cat they play with their prey and mock it before killing it.  (Matt. 27:36)

	11
	22:13  “as a ravening and a roaring lion.”
The mob is under satan’s control (I John 5:18-19; Eph. 2:2; Rev. 12:9)
	Hear the roaring of the crowds crying crucify him! (John 18:40; Mk. 15:13-14; Lk. 23:10, 18, 21)

“Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about, seeking who to devour” (I Pet. 5:8)  
	The Sanhedrin like a lion hunted Jesus at night (Lk, 22:52-53; John 18:3).  Compare Matt. 4:3 with Matt. 27:40 to see how satan tormented Christ through the people (Eph. 6:12)

	Verses 14-19 are a vivid detailed prophetic description of death on a Cross written 700 years before the Jews knew of such forms of capital punishment. Listen in as Christ expresses His excruciating agony

	12
	22:14  “I am poured out like water”
	John 19:34-5  A soldier pierced his side & out came blood & water
	Jesus began pouring out his soul in Gethsemane (Lk. 22:44)

	13
	22:14  all my bones are out of joint”  [Out of joint but not broken! Why?]
	(John 19:36; Ps. 34:20) because Jesus is our Passover lamb (Ex. 12:36; I Cor. 5:7)
	The bones of the hands, shoulders, pelvis, & ankles pull out of joint hanging on the cross.

	14
	22:14   “my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. 
	John 19:34 – The water & blood out of Christ’s pierced side is proof he died of a broken heart
	There is severe trauma to the heart caused by the profuse bleeding & hanging on the cross.

	15
	22:15  My strength is dried up like a potsherd and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws
	John 19:28; also Ps. 69:3, 21 with Matt. 27:34, 48. His dried wounds crack open with every move
	There is extreme dehydration, exhausting all strength, creating agonizing thirst. 

	16
	22:15  “thou hast brought me into the dust of death. 
	Matt. 27:59-60; Mk. 15:45-46; Lk. 23:52-53; John 19:38-42)
	Christ died to save us from our sins (Matt. 20:17-9; IPet 1:18-20) 

	17
	22:16  “For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me
	Matt. 26:57, 59-60, 67; 27:1; Mk. 14:53-65; 
    See the wickedness of this assembly in Lk. 22:54,63-65
	The Sanhedrin was the assembly  that held a mock trial with false witnesses to unjustly condemn Jesus (Lk. 22:66 – 23:1).

	18
	22:16  “they pierced my hands and my feet.  
   Isaiah 53:5 “wounded” is “pierced” in the Hebrew 
	Matt. 27:35; Mk. 15:24; Lk. 23:33; Jn. 19:23, 37; 20:25; “they shall look on him whom they pierced”  (Zech. 13:1, 6 )
	Thus Zech. 12:9-14; 13:1 will be fulfilled at the second coming of Jesus Christ in glory.

	Amazingly, Jesus himself prophesied his own crucifixion (Matt. 16:21; 17:22-23; 20:18-19; 26:2)

	19
	22:17  “I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.
	Matt. 27:36,54  “And sitting down they watched him there” Jesus was naked (Lk. 23:34-35)
	As the flesh dehydrates & the bones become dislocated they stick out through the flesh

	20
	22:18  “They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. 

(He is naked on the cross)
	Matt. 27:35; Mk. 15:24; Lk. 23:34; John 19:23-24 “let us not rend it, but cast lots for it… that the scripture might be fulfilled. . .”  
	This fulfills the prophetic type of the Great High Priest garments (Ex. 28:29-32).  The Priest’s robe could “not be rent” (vs. 32)

	Observe how important the Prayers of Jesus were for His triumph over suffering, evil, sin, & satan.   Notice the 3 specific prayer requests that we also can pray.  We must pray in Faith believing God hears!    (Matt. 21:22; Mk. 11:24; John 14:13; 15:7; I John 3:22; 5:14-15)

	21
	22:19  “But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste thee to help me. 
	Lk. 23:46  Jesus cried with a loud voice: “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: & having said thus, he gave up the ghost.”  He knew the Father is near (Ps 16:8)
	Matt. 27:50 it says “Jesus yielded up the ghost.” Yield is a military word of command to dismiss.  Jesus was in complete control of his death (John 10:11, 18)

	22
	22:20  “Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog. 
	Lk. 23:43, 46  Jesus knew God would deliver him & He would be in Paradise that day!
	These scriptures are fulfilled with Psalm 16:8-11.  “Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.”  Fulfillment in Acts 13:35; Also Acts 2:24-32, 36; 3:13-15;  God saved him from the dogs (see Deut. 23:17-18)

	23
	22:21  “Save me from the lion's mouth: for thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns
	Matt. 27:57-60; Mk. 16:43-46; Lk. 23:50-55; Jn. 19:38-42; Jesus’ body was not given to his enemies, but to his friends Joseph & Nicodemus.
	

	The first part of the Psalm ends with Prayer; The second part of the Psalm records the glorious answer

	We have 23 distinct prophecies of the sufferings of Christ on the cross in these 21 verses alone.
	The fulfillment of these 23 prophecies in the suffering of Christ encompasses at least 75 different New Testament passages recorded 1000 years later & 15 other Old Testament passages.  This reveals a supernatural unity of the scriptures spanning almost 1500 years!



These prophecies are all the more amazing and faith inspiring when we realize that the Jews never used crucifixion as a means of capitol punishment.  They stoned criminals to death: (Lev. 20:2, 27; 24:14, 16, 23; 15:35; etc.).  Psalm 22 was written 850 years before Rome first introduced crucifixion into her conquered lands in approximately 150 B.C.  Constantine abolished it in the 4th century A.D.  Crucifixion was probably the most agonizingly painful form of execution ever devised by human cruelty.  Jesus himself said everything prophesied about Him in the Psalms must be fulfilled! (Luke 24:44-47).  Such facts inspire saving Faith! 
Floyd C. McElveen, Evidence You Never Knew Existed, (1998) shares the following thoughtful illustration:


Can we identify Jesus Christ beyond a shadow of a doubt as being who he claimed to be?


When I was a sailor, I had several “blind dates.”  Suppose for this particular blind date, I agree to meet her at the Greyhound Bus Station, 464 Liberty Street, tonight at 8:00 P.M.


She tells me she is one-legged, and wears a peg-leg on her left leg which she has painted florescent yellow with a blinking red light built in it to keep people from stumbling over it.


She also has a matching florescent yellow patch over her right eye which she lost in the same accident in which she lost her leg.


Also, she is missing the little finger on her right hand.  
She will wear a pink stocking on her good leg.  She will wear a green hat and a lavender dress and will carry a purple purse.  She says she is five feet tall and weighs about 200 hundred pounds.
Do you honestly think I would have any trouble identifying the right girl at the Greyhound Bus Station at 8:00 PM?  


I gave only 10-12 identification marks concerning my blind date.  However the chances are millions to one against there being another girl with these same identifying characteristics in that particular bus station at 8:00 PM!

Now God has given us at least 300 prophetic identification marks for Jesus.  His birth, miracles, ministry, betrayal, death, resurrection, coming kingdom, & 23 Prophecies on Christ’s crucifixion in Ps. 22.

Each prophesy or mark of identification was fulfilled perfectly in Jesus so there could be no doubt about identifying him when he came, and verifying His identity now that he has come!  
PART 2: Our Future in Christ: PROPHECIES OF THE Kingdom Glory after RESURRECTION.
Prophesies of The Glory of Christ that follows His excruciating suffering (I Pet. 1:11)
“Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him” (Heb. 5:8-9).  In Psalm 22:23-31 the Holy Spirit speaks directly to us “who fear the LORD.” We behold the future glory of Jesus Christ as the King of Kings (Phil. 2:9-11), and our glorious future reigning with Him in His Kingdom throughout all eternity!

In a World of turmoil, Bible prophecies yet future are key to living a peaceful, hope-filled life.  Why? Bible prophecy foretells our guaranteed glorious future and confirms how fully God is in control of even the seemingly most insignificant events!  We now look at the point in History when Christ “abolished death, & brought life & immortality to light through the gospel” (2 Tim. 1:10).
	Psalm 22
	Fulfillment
	Commentary

	24
	22:22  I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee.  (Zephaniah 3:17;     Ps. 18:47-49; Ps. 40:1-3)
	This prophesy applied to Christ in Heb. 2:10-12; 12:23 (Rom. 8:29)
ICor. 15:5-7; John 17:6; Rom. 15:9 (Ps. 40:9-10).  The ultimate fulfillment is found in Revelation 5:6-14; 21:1-2, 22-26; 22:1-5
	John 20:17 records the 1st fulfillment of this Prophesy! Christ’s brethren include his own step family (Matt. 13:55); His disciples (Matt. 12:48-50) & all those born again (John 1:12-13).  

	Here it is Christ Himself who is praising His Heavenly Father! God sings! (read Zephaniah 3:17).  The name of God that Christ declares to us is “Father.” (John 17:5-6, 11).  Only those who have been “born again of God’s Spirit” & become God’s child can truly call Him Father (John 1:12-13; I John 3:1-3)

	25
	22:23  Ye that fear the LORD, praise him... glorify him; & fear him, all ye the seed of Israel. 
	Rev. 7:4-12; 15:3-4; Heb. 13:15
The crucifixion of Christ causes us to fear because we realize the greatness of our sin against God.
	There is yet to be a literal fulfillment of these scriptures for the nation of Israel (Rom. 11:25-29; Isa. 45:17)

	26 
	22:24  For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted…  but when he cried unto him, he heard. (Isa. 50:6-9)       Ps. 35:10; Ps. 69:29-34; 

Ps. 34:6; 116:3-6; 118:5
	Heb 5:7 “Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared”  (John 11:35) 
	“This is the message which we have heard of him [Jesus], and declare unto you, that God is light and in him is no darkness at all” (I John 1:5).  (Isaiah 53:11)

	27
	22:25  My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation I will pay my vows before them that fear him.
	Heb. 12:22-24; Zephaniah 3:17;  Other O.T. Scriptures that parallel Psalm 22: (Ps. 35:18; Ps. 40:9-10; Ps. 66:16; Ps. 116:14-18)
	Luke 15:10 “I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.”  Who rejoices in the presence of the angels? Jesus!

	28
	22:26  The meek shall eat & be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek him: 
	John 4:14; We eat & live forever (John 6:48-58; esp. 6:51) because of what Jesus did for us!
	“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth” (Matt. 5:5; Ps. 37:11)

	29
	22:26  your heart shall live for ever.” (Ps. 69:32) 
	Jesus is alive forever! (Rev. 1:18) Jesus is ‘the Life’ (Jon 14:6). We live forever by Him (Rev. 21:3-7)
	Isa. 53:10 “He shall prolong his days”  (Ps. 16:9-11; Dan. 7:14; Lk. 1:33) 

	30
	22:27  All the ends of the world shall remember & turn unto the LORD: & all the kindreds of the nations shall worship thee. (Gen. 22:17-8)  
	This occurs as the Church fulfills her Great Commission (Matt. 28: 18-20; Rom. 16:26; Rev. 7:9-12; 15:4); Gal. 3:7-9; (Ps. 72:8, 11; 86:9; Ps. 98:3; Isa. 45:22; 49:6).    
	All nations at one time knew the one true God but fell away from Him (Rom. 1:19-23).  They can return to God through faith in Christ (John 14:6; Rom 15:9-12)

	31
	22:28  For the kingdom is the LORD'S: and he is the governor among the nations. (Psalm 47:7-8; Dan. 7:14)  
	Matt. 6:13; Rev. 11:15 “The Kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our Lord & of his Christ  (Isa. 9:6-7; Col. 1:16)
	“Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father” (I Cor. 15:24-25) (Zech. 14:9)

	32
	22:29  All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all that go down to the dust shall bow before him: & none can keep alive his own soul (Ps. 46:7-10)
	Being fat was considered a great blessing (Ps. 63:5; 92:14);  All shall bow before Jesus (Phil 2:9-11; Rom. 14:10-12; John 5:26-29; Isa. 45:23) or the Great White Throne (Rev. 20:12-15) 
	Rom 14:9  “For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and living.” God will resurrect us from the dust of the earth (Isa. 26:19; Dan. 12:2-3)

	Vs. 29 describes the Millennial reign of Christ coming to an end (Rev. 20:1-10).  All those who died without trusting Christ for salvation are raised from Hell (hades) that was inside the Earth, to appear before the Judgment of God’s Great White Throne (Rev. 20:11-15).  They are judged according to their works & cast into the Lake of Fire (gehenna), which is the second death, of eternal torment (Rev. 20:15)

	33
	22:30  A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. 
	Heb. 2:13; 1Pet. 2:9; Rev. 22:3-5 
Isa. 53:10; Ps. 45:16-17
Isaiah 59:20-21; Daniel 7:13-14)
	We can only become His seed by being born again (John 1:12-13; 3:3-7)

	34
	22:31  They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born,              that he hath done this.     
(Ps. 102:18; 145:4-7)                          
	Rom. 3:21-25; 5:17-21; 2Cor. 5:21; Titus 3:7; I Pet. 2:21-24 is a practical application of this truth to the believer.                             The Hebrew is literally “He hath finished” (see John 19:30)      
	“That he hath done this.”  Done what?  Died on the cross for our sins (Ps. 22:1-21; Isa. 53:1-9) and rose from the Dead for our justification (Isa. 53:10-12)
This is the gospel (I Cor. 15:3-8)

	Verses 22-31 have 11 prophecies concerning events that follow the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Most are finally fulfilled in Rev. 20-22
	The fulfillment of these prophecies is expanded on & explained in great detail in the 30 New testament passages & another 35 Old Testament passages above.  Once again we see the supernatural unity of the entire bible in proclaiming the truth of the Savior of the world.



Psalm 22:22-31 gives us some clear Doctrinal teaching concerning the future of Israel and Christ’s 1000 yr. Millennial Kingdom which He sets up when He returns in glory (Matt. 25:31-46; Isa. 9:6-7; Dan. 2:44-45; 7:13-14; Zech. 14; I Thess. 1:7; Jude 14; Rev. 17:14; 19:11 thru 20:7).  Other Scriptures referring to this time in history are (Eph. 1:10-11, 21; 2:7; Matt. 12:32; 19:28-29; Mk. 10:30; 14:25; Lk. 22:14-18)


The Bible never separates Jesus Christ’s first coming as the sacrificial Lamb of God from the Hope of His second coming as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Even at his first coming Jesus announced: “the kingdom is at hand” (Matt. 4:17, 23; Mk. 1:15; Lk. 4:43).  The time element between the 1st and 2nd coming of Jesus Christ is never given in Holy Scripture (Acts 1:6, 7).  



We are not to focus on when Jesus is coming back.  He could return at any time!  We are to be ready and encourage others to be ready in case he does come today! (Acts 1:8; 2 Cor. 5:20; Heb. 3:17-19).  

Part of being prepared for the 2nd Coming of Christ involves understanding the reasons & purpose of suffering in our fallen sinful world. We can only learn that from God’s Word.  The sufferings of our Lord Jesus, and the glory that follows, leaves us an example, that we should follow his steps (I Pet. 2:21).  When we are saved and become part of the body of Christ, we will share his glorious destiny: both the temporary suffering and the eternal glory! (I Pet. 4:12, 13; 5:1; 2 Tim. 2:12; 2 Cor. 4:17; Phil. 3:10).  His triumph over suffering empowers us to overcome (Rom. 8:35-39).  All these Prophecies and hundreds more “have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31).  Do you know for sure without a doubt that you have Eternal Life? (read I John 5:10-13 and 2 Corinthians 13:5). 

Peter Stoner wrote a book: “Science Speaks,” which was peer reviewed and confirmed to be based on thoroughly sound principles of probability. Stoner selected just 8 of the best known prophecies about the Messiah and calculated the odds of their accidental fulfillment in one person as being 1 in 10 to the 17th power.  That is an astronomical number!  The following illustration helps us grasp the fact that such Biblical Prophecies are impossible apart from the direct involvement of an Omniscient, Omnipotent, Eternal, and Sovereign God.  


Imagine filling the State of Texas knee deep in silver dollars. Include in this huge number one silver dollar with a black check mark on it. Then, turn a blindfolded person loose in this sea of silver dollars. The odds that the first coin he would pick up would be the one with the black check mark are the same as just 8 Old Testament prophecies being fulfilled by mere chance in the life of Jesus.

      When people deny or reject the evidence of Bible Prophesy as confirmation the Bible is the Word of God they are not being rational! Jesus fulfilled over 300 Prophecies! The chance of fulfilling 16 is 1 in 10 to the 45th power.  Biblical Prophecy is simply beyond the realm of scientific possibility. They are supernatural!  They are irrefutable evidence God has clearly communicated with mankind through His Word! Through the Bible we make contact with a spiritual realm outside our Space/Time domain!

Grant R. Jeffrey in “Armageddon: Appointment with Destiny” writes: When we consider just 11 of the hundreds of Messianic Prophecies in the Bible we are confronted with a concrete infallible proof of the Divine Inspiration of the Bible. The odds of the prophets of the Bible correctly guessing just 11 prophecies is 1 chance in 10 to the 19th power.  That is one chance in 10 billion times 1 billion.  


Let each chance in 1 to the 19th power represent an area of the ocean floor only 1/20th of an inch square [the size of one printed letter in this sentence].  The entire remaining parts of the earth’s ocean floor will represent all of the other chances against Jesus fulfilling these 11 prophecies by chance.


To see just how “lucky” the biblical prophets had to be to predict those 11 significant events: imagine that someone dropped a diamond ring from a plane somewhere over one of the oceans.  You enter a bet that you can locate it with just one try, using a long line & a fishhook.  You can wander over the earth’s oceans [197,000,000 square miles of surface] in your boat for as long as you like.  When you feel lucky, stop, drop the line and try to hook the diamond ring that is laying thousands of feet below you on the ocean floor.  You only get one try.  Your odds of finding the lost ring are precisely equal to the odds against the biblical prophets correctly predicting just these 11 specific details in the life of Jesus Christ, the promised Messiah.  


What would you be willing to bet that you could find and hook the lost ring out of the depths of the Oceans on your very first try?  A month’s salary?  Your life?  I doubt anyone would risk their money on such impossible odds.  Yet, sadly, every year millions will die who have bet their lives and their eternal destinies on the “chance” that fulfilled prophecy and the Bible are not reliable, and they can therefore safely ignore the claims of Jesus Christ upon their lives.
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