Predestined to be conformed to the Image of Christ (Romans 8:26-30)

We are predestined to become like Jesus through the Power of prayer
I.  The intercession of the Holy Spirit: (Rom. 8:26-27)
 “the Spirit helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered (27)  …he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.”  

II.  We are predestined to become like Jesus through Christ’s      
      intercession on our behalf (Rom 8:34)  
“Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” (Heb. 7:25; 9:24; Isa. 53:12; John 17:9-26) 

III. We are predestined to become like Jesus by the Sovereignty of a 
       Good God (Rom. 8:28-29)
“we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28)

Our Glorious Divine Destiny Guaranteed!  (Rom 8:29)  
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren” (Eph. 1:5-10; I Cor. 15:42-58; John 17:22-23; 2 Cor. 3:18; I John 3:2) [illus.: Atheist Madalyn Murray O’Hair’s son gets saved!]

Our Glorification Involves our Body, Soul & Spirit
Our physical body will be transformed into the likeness of Christ’s physical body (Phil. 3:21; I Cor. 15:42-49; 2 Cor. 5:1-5) 
Our soul & spirit will become “Christlike” (Eph. 1:4; 4:22-24)
This is an ongoing process (2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 12:2; Col. 3:10)
Completed when we see Him (I John 3:2; I Cor. 15:49)
 The Bible gives incredible proof of this by taking everyone in the O.T. that was “called according to God’s purpose” & conforming them to the image of Christ (Eph. 1:10).  Every one that was called in the O.T. was created for God’s glory (Isa. 43:7; Rom. 9:23-24).  God not only revealed the glory of His Son in O.T. saints (I Pet. 1:10 -11); He reveals His Son in us! (Gal. 1:15-6; Col. 1:27; 2Cor. 3:2-3)

IV. The Holy Spirit revealing the glory of Christ, designed into the  
      O.T. Types, transforms us into His Image! 
          “But we all, …beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as  by the Spirit of the Lord.”  (2 Cor. 3:18) [illus.: D.L. Moody – mercy]
Why Does God’s Word have such Power? Because 25 % of the Bible is Prophesy which is an infallible irrefutable concrete proof of its Divine inspiration.  There are 300 Prophecies of Christ in the O.T.  Peter Stoner in Science Speaks, reveals the probability of just 8 of them being fulfilled in any one individual is 1 in 10 to the 17th power (1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000) [1 in 100 quadrillion]  
The most amazing kind of Prophesy is “Prophetic Types” Absolutely inexplicable apart from Divine Revelation!  A type is “a shadow, cast by Divine design, of good things to come” & not the very image of the things (Heb. 10:1; 8:5; 9:8-9, 11; Col. 2:16-17).  The resemblance between the O.T. Shadow (type) & their N.T. fulfillment is so striking as to preclude the possibility of chance.  Learn how to discover Prophetic Types & you will never doubt the Supernatural Inspiration of the Bible. You will know it could only have been inspired by an Omniscient, Omnipotent, Eternal Sovereign God!
A Prophetic Type can be: A person, thing (Heb. 9:24), or event in the O.T. (Heb. 11:17-19), designed to represent or prefigure some person, thing, or event in the New Testament. 

V. This Study focuses on People who became Prophetic Types of Jesus 
     Christ
The lives of certain people are recorded by the Holy Spirit, in such a way, so as to reflect the glory of the person and work of Jesus Christ (Hos. 12:10; Heb. 7:3, 15).  It was impossible to know the prophetic importance of  O.T. Types until Jesus Christ fulfilled them in the N.T.!  All Scripture Points us to Jesus (John 5:39-40; Lk. 24:44-47).
Adam was a Type of Christ (the last Adam) (I Cor. 15:45-49; Rom. 5:12-21).  The record of Melchizedek is designed to be a Type of Christ as Priest-King (Gen. 14:18-20; Ps. 110:4; Heb. 7).  He was “made like unto the Son of God” (Heb. 7:3).
Discover how everyone who was called & justified in the O. T. was conformed to Christ, and you will never doubt God will accomplish this Same glorious Destiny for your life.
We will look at 3 Great Examples of this Truth: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, (a very dysfunctional family!)
1st we will observe their sinful humanity. They are just as human & sinful as you & me.  You might say: “Wow, that’s just like me!”
2nd we will observe their Glorious Transformation into the image of Christ.  We observe the triumph of God’s grace. 
  
1a. Abraham’s sinful humanity
            A tough man to live with.  At times it seems he doesn’t appreciate or value his wife much (Gen. 12:11-20; 20:1-2, 11).  He is prone to lie when He thinks it is to his advantage (Gen. 12:12-13; 20:1-3).  He tried to fulfill God’s promise in a very carnal manner before he learned to trust God to fulfill it His way (Gen. 15:4; 16:1-5).
1b. Abraham’s transformation into Christ’s Image
Abraham called the father of the faith (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:3, 16-18).  Jesus is the author & finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:2).  He learned Christlike obedience to God (Gen. 18:18-19; 26:5; John 8:29). Obeyed God in moving to a foreign Land (Gen. 12:1; John 6:38, 42).  Obeyed God in offering up Isaac (Gen. 22; with John 10:17).  Abraham is a Type of Christ in his intercessory prayer ministry (Gen. 18:22-33; 20:7; with Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:34).  He is a Type of Christ in that “all nations of the earth shall be blessed in him” (Gen. 18:18; 12:2-3; Act 3:25-26; Gal. 3:8)   
 
2a. Isaac’s sinful humanity
He is passive to a fault (Gen. 26:18-22); filial to a fault (Gen. 22)   
He played favorites with his two sons (Gen. 25:28; Eph. 6:4).  He had a weakness for certain foods (Gen. 25:28; 27:4; Phil. 3:19).  Lies out of fear, just like his father (Gen. 26:7, 9).  Counseled Jacob to marry a believer (Gen. 28:1-4) but failed to counsel Esau (Gen. 26:34-35).  
2b. Isaac’s Transformation into Christ’s Image 
The Life of Isaac is recorded in such a way by the Holy Spirit that we can’t miss the similarities of his person & experience with the person & experience of Jesus.  Both were born by supernatural birth (Gen. 21:1-3; Matt. 1:18-23). A Christian is a son of God by supernatural birth (John 1:12-13; 3:3-7).  ISAAC was promised by God long before he was born (Gen. 15:4; 18:9-14).  JESUS was promised by God long before he was born (Gen. 3:15; Isa. 9:6-7).  Many struggle with the supernatural nature of being a true Christian born again by the Holy Spirit (Nicodemus - John 3:3-7).  
Hebrews 11:18-19 reveals events in Genesis 22 are a Prophetic Type of Christ.  “Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence he received him in a figure” [Gk.= parable].	 ISAAC - "take now thy son, thine only son” & offer him a sacrifice on Mt. Moriah (Gen. 22:2).  JESUS was God’s “only begotten son” offered on Mt. Moriah (John 3:16; 1:14; 2 Chron. 3:1).  We must take up our Cross & follow Jesus (Matt. 16:24; Lk. 9:23); the Purpose? (Gal. 2:20).  ISAAC carried the wood, on which he would be offered in sacrifice (Gen. 22:6).  JESUS - "bearing his cross went forth" (John 19:17).  Both Isaac & Jesus had profound questions for their Father.  Do you have unanswered questions of your Heavenly Father causing doubts?  ISAAC - “where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” (Gen. 22:7). JESUS - “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Ps. 22:1; Matt. 27:46).
ISAAC - Abraham, a prophet, prophesied "God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering” (Gen. 22:8, 14).  JESUS - "Behold the lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (Joh 1:29, 36; 2 Cor. 5:19).  
 	Have you trusted the Lamb of God to take away your sin?
ISAAC - Saved by God’s grace & miraculous provision, rises from the altar a Type of resurrection after 3 days (Heb. 11:19; Gen. 22:4, 13). JESUS - Literally rose from the dead on the 3rd day according to the Scriptures. He is the Resurrection! (John 11:25-26; I Cor. 15:3-4).  If the Spirit of God lives in you, you will rise from the dead (Rom. 8:11).

3a. Jacob’s Sinful Humanity: his name meant supplanter or trickster (Gen. 27:36).  Overly confident he could make it big with his own brains, cunning & hard work (Gen. 30:30-43; 31:38-41). Takes advantage of his brother for material gain (Gen. 25:29-34). He lies to His father to get a blessing (Gen. 27:19-24). Plays favorites with his children (Gen. 37:3-4).

3b. Jacob’s transformation into Christ’s Image: slow & painful! Jacob does not have a close relationship with God but God sovereignly watches over him (Gen. 28:15; 31:6-13, 24, 29, 42). He allows idols in his home (Gen. 31:30-4) but finally puts them away (Gen. 35:1-4).  Focuses on 2 great spiritual experiences rather than a constant daily fellowship with God. (Gen. 28:12-16; 31:3, 11-13; 32:9, 12).  Focuses more on blessings he receives from God (Gen. 28:20-22; 30:30; 31:9, 42) rather than on the God who Blesses! Neglecting our spiritual growth has consequences! The carnal emphasis of his life (Rom. 7:14-24) & his slow spiritual growth took its toll on his family.  He has one of the most dysfunctional families in Scripture! (Gen. 34; 37-50).
 
Jacob was hated by his brother Esau to the point of wanting to murder him (Gen. 27:41).  Jesus came to his own brethren Israel; they hated him & had him crucified (John 1:11; 7:1; 19:15). Anyone who follows Jesus will be hated for His Names sake (Matt. 10:22; 24:9).
Jacob became Christlike in humility (Gen. 32:10; 47:9-10) & blesses all his children (Gen. 49:1-27).  Jesus was meek (Matt. 11:29) and always blesses all his children as God’s High Priest (Num. 6:23-7; Heb. 4:14-6).  We must learn to humble ourselves before the LORD (I Pet. 5:6; James 4:10).  Jacob realizes Joseph is alive & LORD of Egypt; he experiences revival. When Israel realizes Jesus is alive & LORD they will experience revival (Zech. 12:10; Rom. 11:25-6).  Eventually the entire World will Learn Jesus is alive & is LORD (Phil. 2:5-11; Rev. 19:11-16).  		God has predestinated us to be conformed to the image of his Son. Pursuing that destiny brings the greatest character, peace, meaning & fulfillment possible for a human being!
